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Personal Statement

Having worked as Director of Music at an independent girls’ school for the past 27 years, I have taken the decision to retire from full time employment.  I am now seeking new opportunities to utilise my skills, experience and enthusiasm within new environments. I have a passion for music making in all its forms.
KEY STRENGTHS:MUSICAL
Composing and arranging.  I have composed or arranged many pieces of music, mostly choral, including a large number for female voices.  In 2014 my carol “And Can It Be True” was shortlisted for the BBC Christmas Carol Competition and was played many times on BBC Radio 3, in a performance by the BBC Singers.

Conducting/M.D.  I have conducted over 50 concerts in school, including many large scale choral works and have also been Musical Director for musicals in collaboration with the drama department.
Performing. As a pianist, I have accompanied a large number of students – from beginners to diploma standard -  in grade examinations and concerts.  With regard to singing, I am a Deputy Lay Clerk (tenor) at St.Albans Abbey.  I am also a deputy organist at several local churches (Hendon, Sarratt, Bushey Heath, Apsley).  

Adjudicating.  I have adjudicated music competitions in several venues including Harrow School, Queen Elizabeth’s School Barnet, Watford Boys’ Grammar School and Manor Lodge School

KEY STRENGTHS:OTHER
Developing individual student potential. As Director of Music my main focus was to persuade/cajole pupils to take part in musical activities such as choir and orchestra, or to learn a musical instrument.

Organisational skills.  These included timetabling, teaching, devising musical programmes for concerts and running successful rehearsals.

Working in a team.  Being a Director of Music has taught me the importance of team building.  I have had the opportunity to give advice, encouragement and a sympathetic ear to the people who worked in my department in order to create a good working environment.
EMPLOYMENT

1990 – 2017 St.Margaret’s School, Bushey

Director of Music

Work included:

· Teaching class music from KS2 (Prep) to KS5 (A Level)

· Rehearsing Junior, Senior and Chamber Choirs

· Directing Prep, Junior and Senior Orchestras

· Organising concerts, services and competitions

· Accompanying for ABRSM, GCSE, AS and A2 examinations
· Interviewing and appointing peripatetic  music staff

1982 – 1990 The Oratory School, Reading

Assistant Music Teacher

1981 – 1982

Self Employed
EDUCATION

1980 – 1981 Moray House College of Education, Edinburgh

Teaching Certificate (Secondary Education) in Music

1976 – 1980 University of Edinburgh

Bachelor of Music (Hons.) 2:1

Bedford Modern School (Academic Exhibitioner & 6th Form Music Scholar) 
A Levels 1975: Music, English & French

O Levels 1973: 5 passes

Other musical qualifications

ABRSM Music Examinations: Grade 8 in

· Piano
· Organ
· Cello
· Singing
· Theory
Licentiate of Trinity College London (Performers: Singing)
K.C.L. Certificate of Kodàly Musicianship (Advanced level: Distinction)
OTHER INTERESTS
· Languages. I have a good knowledge of French and German
· Travel.  I have visited many countries both inside and outside Europe.  In 2015 I organised a successful choir tour to Berlin and Leipzig.

· Walking. I enjoy walking for fitness.

